
Elements in Persuasive Text and Argument


PECS
· Problem: Description of the problem, including who, what , when, where, how?

· Effects: Who and what is affected by this problem? 

· Cause(s): Why is the problem occurring?  Who, what , where, when, how?

· Solution(s)/Claim(s): Who proposes the solution? Is the solution implied? Does the author give reasons why the solution will work?  Does the solution get rid of causes? 


CCRR
· Counter-claim: What do people who do not agree with the author believe about the issue? 


> What are their reasons (WHY)? Are the reasons based on emotion or logic? 


   Are the reasons based on valid examples? 

· The author’s Claim: What does the author think about the issue?

· What are his/her Reasons WHY? Are the reasons based on emotion or logic? 


Are the reasons based on valid examples? 

· Recommendation: What does the author think SHOULD be done? Who, what, when, where, how? Does s/he use “should,” “must,” or “If_____, then____”?


ATPI
· Anti-thesis: Does the author present what other people have proposed—a thesis that s/he doesn’t think is valid? 

· Thesis: What is the author’s thesis/assertion/hypothesis? 
· Proof: What examples does the author use to show that the thesis is valid? 

· Implication: If this thesis is true, then what is also happening or will happen as a result?  Does the author propose what we should do if the thesis is valid? 


How-To Process

· Explanation giving reasons why the readers should know how to do this process

· Step-by-step explanation

· Author’s validation of his/her authority and/or warning against not following the steps. 
Debating an Issue


Narrative example that shows the issue


Counter-argument/claim: Some people think that . . . because .  .  .


Claim/opinion:   I think that . . . because


You may also want to explain why this claim 
disagrees with the counter-argument.


Example(s): (FEN) Fact, Expert, Narrative

and   

Explain why the example(s) prove(s) the claim: 

        This shows that _____


Recommendation: 

     If ________, then ______

     ______must __________

     _______ should ________

Problem, Effects, Cause(s), Solution


Narrative Example


Problem: Description of the problem: who, what, when, where, how?

    Use the first narrative example to explain the problem

    and/or write about another example. 


Effects: Who and what is affected by this problem? 

 Use the first narrative example to explain the effects

    and/or write about another example. 


Cause(s): Why is the problem occurring?  who, what, where, when, how?

Use the first narrative example to explain the causes

    and/or write about another example. 


Solution(s)/Claim(s): 


Explain your own solution, 


and/or explain someone else’s solution. 



(Who proposes the solution?)


Explain why you think it is or isn’t a good solution. 


Does the solution get rid of causes? Explain. 

Explain how the person/people in your first narrative example would be helped, using the solution(s). 

If__, then ____

____ must _____

____ should _____
