QERMT Explained:  To write a strong essay on another’s text, I will

Q  Pull strong quotations I can use in my essay,       

Explain what those quotations mean,      

Respond to those quotations with my own ideas,    

M: Offer my own examples, narratives, details, and                

Tie all of it back to the main point in my essay        
QUOTE                   
CD 
A quotation important to answering the question.

EXPLAIN                
CM 
Explanation of that quotation and its importance to the author’s ideas.  (SO WHAT?)

RESPOND               
CM
My reaction to the idea expressed by the author. I can disagree, agree, or comment on the idea, the 




methods for expressing the idea, and or the purpose of this author.

My own example     
CD
My example can be a fact from science or history or literature, an expert’s comment, or a narrative that 



illustrates my point. [FEN]

Tie it all together.    
CM   
I must tie it all together now and say why my example matters as a comment on the author’s ideas 





(SO WHAT?).

	Any body paragraph might have at least one QERMT in it, but a lengthy example may take its own paragraph to complete, so it might take 2 or 3 paragraphs to fully explore even one idea from the author.


